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Substantive concepts – linking topics
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document



HOW WE TEACH 
HISTORY & 
GEOGRAPHY



We present children with pictures, stories, artefacts and accounts from 
the past, explaining similarities and differences. Offer hands-on 
experiences that deepen children's understanding, such as visiting a local 
area that has historical importance, workshops or handling real objects.

The end of Year Reception expectation is:
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in 

society. 

• Know some similarities and differences between things in the 

past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been 

read in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling



For Geography we use small world play such as farms and cities to 
understand the concepts and difference of rural and urban places. 
We learn about simple maps and direction. Again, we use stories, 
globes, visits and ad many real-life opportunities as possible. 
The end of Year Reception expectation is:
• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and 
maps. • Know some similarities and differences between 
different religious and cultural communities in this country, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. • Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when 
appropriate) maps



History – Whole school timeline



GEOGRAPHY – 
KS1/KS2 MAPS



◦Active learning - there is a good balance of whole class, group work and individual 

learning in geography and History lessons. We also aim to incorporate links to our 

speaking and listening curriculum with drama and role play, discussions and debates. 

◦Use of books, artefacts and atlases/maps 

◦Recap and retrieval – quizzing

◦Use of mind maps to recap prior knowledge and learning

◦Cross curricular links

◦FLOOR BOOKS – a great way for our younger children (year 1) to record their learning 

in Geography and History as a group. 



Class mind map- What do we know 
already?



Curriculum map – Great Fire of London



Curriculum map – Geography- On the Farm
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