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Phonics is organised in ‘phases’

Phase 1 – learning about 
listening and sounds 
(nursery and start of 
Reception)

1

Phase 2 – initial sounds 
(phonemes) single letters 
and some double letters 
which make 1 sound

2

Phase 3 – vowel digraphs –
a,e,i,o,u                                                        
The most common way to 
make each of the long vowel 
sounds

3

Phase 4 – combining 
consonants – tr, bl, fr

4

Phase 5 – all the alternative 
ways (graphemes) to make 
the long vowel sounds 
(phonemes) – a-e, ay, ai, ey

5











This is how we plan out the sequence of teaching 
for Phase 2



This is how we plan out the sequence of teaching 
for Phase 5



What does a phonics lesson look like?

Starts with a recap 
of learned 

phonemes (sounds)

Introduce new 
learning for the day

Read words using 
that phoneme – use 
the phrase ‘sound 

talk’

Move to writing: 
focus on correct 

grip, sitting correctly

Write the phoneme 
a few times – 

practising letter 
formation

Write words with 
that phoneme – 

using sound talk to 
help

Write a sentence 
using words with 

that phoneme

Read book matched 
to the phonemes for 

the week.



Examples of phase 2 recording

Progress here 
already with sizing 
and use of lines

Lots of other 
practise in school 
around fine 
motor control, 
the chance to 
mark make, 
practising 
shapes…

Early segment and blend – 
putting the phonemes together.



Examples of phase 5 recording

Spot the nonsense 
word?

Staff mark and 
talk to the 
children in the 
lesson. Finger spaces and correct letter 

formation are also a key focus, 
as well as the phonemes.



All our reading books match the week we teach in our phonics sessions. The children 
practise reading every day in school after their phonics session, with adults listening.
We want the children to be fluent and automatic by practising at home and school.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc – this is a short and useful video of how to pronounce the 
phonemes correctly. Very helpful.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


• If you google ‘phonics bug’ or ‘active learn log 
in’ they will come to this website.

• It will take you to one called Pearson – put in 
your details and you should be able to log in.

• If your username or password don’t work email 
school for a reset.





Click on ‘My Stuff’ and ‘Phonics’. 
There will be phonics related games and books. 



Don’t forget…

• The more the children practise the same phonics book, the more fluent and automatic 
they become and that’s great!

• The children will have the same book for the week to practise reading the phonemes 
they are learning in our phonics lessons.

• Don’t forget to talk about the pictures too, find the sounds, play picture eye spy…

• A lovely bedtime story is important too – for you to share and enjoy.

• You don’t have to practise reading, spellings, Phonics bug games, handwriting every night 
at all – little and often is the best. AND it doesn’t have to be on a device.
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